FARK 3IRD IN 1207
RZE At 57, 111 and %R land=poor, tut optimistly hopinag for financial aid,
Mark Bﬁrd wrote at least two letters to old friends and iron acquaintances in

June
Pennsylvania by Jmmoxmey 1707, He probably wrote also to Robert Coleman of

rrwally since he referred " to particularly the gentlemen Trish men,”

He stiessed that he was "bankrupt by the vile unnatural war"; ruirdd by the

Warr" and "my principle ruin was by the war and depretiation”."(He did NOT

neq;ion any Tgney due to him from the Federal government, His Di&aware Horks
,é//vv 72

P\*ad 9wal‘o#ed these payvmentsey He had forgotien his

(N

{

arly erthusiasm for

P/ INVI?76
the Revolution and military affairs, possibly after "marching¢/intc Lew
Jersey with his Berks County batallions)
"The rumatick or 3isttick"forced him to use criutchesy he could not ride
horseback; was confined to the house or to the use of a sulkye Land-poor,
he needed lubore OFf his three liergoes, one had died and he had *to sell x=mw
the o her two"owing to an unfortunate 273)57 partrers%lqz—v*th Arthu401ark;7
Land,y worth only a quarter cf,:heéi real value, needed men, the reason

r-

for this financizl pleadd Monte p 7 ' Cn th¥e letter to the famous Dre Rush,

3

the physician had prescribed cold bathsy tincture of Fokeherries and flour,.
Purther,he had declired soliciting finarcial relief for Bird, sincepll of

his 1776 friends were sither dead o "reducede"

R

the same date came to Matthew Brooke, owner of the

- ONE -
Eirdsboro Iorges and aAthird oner of Hopewell Furnace, Account of his

A second letter with

"faled" limbs, Bird observed that he viould never see ?ennsyl%a ia againe
Dut re recalled how Brooke and hie sister, iirde Buckley "Shewed the most
friendly c untanence to fe" and '"seemed to feel the most sensible to my
situation than any others I met with in the state.ﬂ(éird referred to his

e

1786 visit to 1he area when he was AGENT for the James Wilson sale of

[0))

his former properties, then the property of his brother~in-law, James Wilsoq)

fa told that he had writtsn to Robert Coleman of Corrwall +wo years eal‘li@r,
bt - . . the very wealthy
received no replys Bird hoped th at/iocal iron masters would ucon Trankate



2 bork Bixd 1707
ey

rgquest provide help for " FiPOOI‘ Crippleegﬁ not quite reduced to Begoery!
bele—mézgl, In a P S, he asked to be renerbered to both Liztthew Ppooke I apnd

his wife,
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